






























































































































of the highest densities of native forest birds areas on the Big Island. This is very important
because most of the area is above 5,000 feet, where the cooler upland climate restricts the
proliferation of mosquitoes and the development of malarial parasites.

Besides being a refuge for birds, the proposed extension area also provides habitat for
eleven endangered plant species, and it is designated critical habitat for seven endangered plant
species.

The proposed extension area has already benefited from many years of management for
native resources, including the control of invasive species, fencing to keep introduced hoofed
mammals from destroying the native forest, and legal protection ofendangered species. Adding
this area to the Po'u Maka'ala NAR will help protect and enhance the public's invesbnenL

1am mostconcerned about the following comments in DOFAW's comments at page 10
of its proposal (http://hawaiLgov/dlnr/dofaw/narslpm.doc>, which I consider to be critical:

Environmental Consequences ofNo Action

The environmental consequences ofno action would be to lose an .
. . area that is high quality and appropriate as a NAR on all
measures, during a key time of transition. Environmental
consequences of no action would mean less long-term management
protection and future hurdles to implement proactive conservation
projects such as active efforts for increase existing populations of
endangered species. If access and management agreements did
not favor conservation projects in the future for this area,
management of Pu'u Maka'ala NAR as well as neighboring
Kamehameha Schools land (Kilauea and Keauhou) would also be
affected because the fence units cross land ownership boundaries.

Urgency
This window of opportunity to facilitate access and conservation
management agreements may be lost ifNAR designation does not
occur during this transition of managementjurisdiction.

Because of the dire consequences of a failure to act, and because of the urgency of this
situation, it is most important that the Board proceed with approval of the proposal in the near
future. Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Very truly yours,

lsi

Alan B. Burdick
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July 16, 2010

Laura Thielen, Chair
Board ofland and Natural Resources
Attn: Bmma Yuen
P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, HI 96809

Via Email Transmittal: dlpr@bawaibsov

Aloha. Mahalo nul loa for taking the Inltlative to protect naUve forest and wDdlife habitatat the Kulanl
Correctional Padllty by proposing to extend the Po'u Makafala Natural Area Reserve on Hawal'L The
Conservation Counell for Hawal'l stronglysupports the proposal.

The opportunity to expand a Natural Area Reserve (or designate a new one Is rare. We should take
advantage ofthe closure ofKulanl and give this spectal area the highest level ofprotection. Otherwise, the
area wUl probably be used by another entity, and the native resources wUI likely be harmed lfnot lost.

'l1le purpose ofthe state Natural Area Reserve System (HARS) Is to ·preserve In perpetuity spedftc land and
water areas which support communities, as relatively unmodified as possible, ofthe native flora and fauna,
as weD as geologic sites, ofHawal'i.- The proposed extension has already beneflted by being managed by the
Three Mountain AlUance; It Is In relatively good shape. Adding this area to the NARS makes good ecological
and economic sense - proteetlng the taxpayers'lnvestment and buUdlng on the success ofthe AlUance.

The proposed extension area Is a perfectaddition to the HAR becauseofIts substrates and vegetation at
different elevations, habitat for a large number of rare and endangered species, and research value. It
complements and slgnlftcantly enhances the NARS, and does not duplicate the Pu'u Naka'ala Natural Area
Reserve. According to the proposal, the montane mesic ecosystem In this emereglon Is not represented In
any other Natural Area Reserve, and contains many endangered species that are not found In reserves
outside this ecoereglon that support a montane mesic system. The area Is also a valuable research site that
has been used to test the effeetlveness ofmanagement activities. It could also be used to compare different
areas affected by climate change.

The proposed extensionarea Is Important because we are going to need hlgh-eJevation forests and
reforested pasturelands for forest birds In the wake ofclimate change. According to the proposal, the area Is
Important for the representation offorest bird habitat. especially as climate change Is forecasted to Increase
disease vector ranges. The area has some oftbe highest densities ofnative forest birds on the Island, and Is
very Important because most ofthe area Is above 5,000 feet. where temperature restricts mosquitoes and
development ofmalarial parasites.

TeIephoneJFax 808.593.0255 •em": tnro@conBvehI.org • web: WWWOCDIlS8Mthi erg
P.O. Box 2923' HanoIukI, HI 96802 •0IIce: 250 Wild Ave., SuIte 212· HonahIuf HI 98814

Pr8IIdent Maura O'Connor • Truswer: 10m RIIIlOI • SecreIai,-: 0augIIa l.anMnon
DirecIDfs: Rick 8a'boza • Madelyn O'Enbeau • MIka'aia Ka'aumoana • Hann8h Spnnger

EJeculve DIntcIDr. MarjoIte ZI8gIer



Conservation Council for Hawal'i
July 16, 2010
Proposed Pu'u Maka 'ala Bxtenslon

This area is part ofblgh-elevation native forest that provides habitat for the endangered 'ope'ape'a,
endangered nene, endangered Hawal'l creeper, endangered Hawal'I'akepa, endangered 'aklapola'au,
endangered 'ua'u, candidate endangered band-romped storm petrel, and other native birds, such as the
'apapane, 'amaklhl, '1'lwI, 'elepalo, 'oma'o, pueo, and kolea. The area Is adjacent to a proposed release site for
the critically endangered 'alala. The proposed extension also provides habitat for 11 endangered plant
species, and Is designated critical habitat for seven endangered plant spedes. It Is a biological treasure that
wiD enhance the NARS, and deserves the highest level ofprotection.

The area was partofthe Kulanl Correctional Paclllty from 1946 to 2009, and publlc access was very Umlted.
NAftS designation would Ilkely Increase pubUc access to the general area for appropriate and compatible
uses, such as management activities, cultural practices, nature enjoyment, and research. As a Natural Area
Reserve, permitted public uses will be allowed Ifthey are consistent with the purposes ofthe NARS.

Please designate this area as partofthe Natural Area Reserves System. Thankyou for the opportunity to
support this proposal.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Ziegler
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July 16, 2010

Aloha Chairperson Yuen,

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit testimony in support of the
extension ofthe Pu'u Maka'ala Natural Area Reserve. KAHBA
strongly supports the protection ofthis important and fragOe
native forest. We urge the Department of Land and Natural
Resources to ensure protection ofthis area by managing this area
as one contiguous parcel. Portions ofthe former Kulani
Correctional FaciUty should pot be transferred to the Department
ofDefense for inconsistent uses.

KAHEA: The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance is a network of
kupuna, cultural practitioners, scientists, teachers, and other
concerned individuals working to protect Hawal'i's unique
natural and cultural resources. We have long supported the
Natural Area Reserve program.

As you know, the 'Ola'a Forest Reserve is home to an ancient,
vibrant landscape that is both ecologically important and
culturally significant. Protection efforts in the current Pu'u
Maka'ala NAR have allowed giant o'hi'a, hapu'u, and naJo to
flourish and many rare and endangered native birds to thrive.
Because ofthese protection efforts, a massive forest bas been
allowed to age into an interdependent network better able to
withstand natural disasters and disease. Protecting this
exceptional habitat, not only means these native flora and fauna
will continue to survive In the world, but also means that the
unique cultural practices associated with these species will
continue to be perpetuated for generations to come.

It is crucial that the Department Increase Its protection efforts in
this portion ofthe Ola'a forest Since the closing of the Kulani
Correctional Facility and the transfer of200 inmates to Arizona,
the surrounding forest has not received the consistent and skilled
management that the staffand prisoners provided. We are
concerned that the proposal to transfer operations ofthe prison
facility to the Department ofDefense actually creates a liability
for the Department and the publtc trust resources in thls area.
Seventy five children and a few adult staffwill not be able to
provide the kind ofknowledgeable management services once
provided by those at the Kulan' Correctional FadUty.



We urge the Division of Forestry and Wildlife to stand up for the irreplaceable natural and
cultural resources of this area of the Waiakea forest by managing this region as one contiguous
parcel and urging against the transfe~ a portion of it to the Department ofDefense.

Mahalo,

Miwa Tamanaha
Executive Director

Marti Townsend
Program Director


