




















bound by a Memorandum of Understanding that is voluntary and can be terminated at
any time.

In July 2009, the Department of Public Safety announced the closure of the
Kulani Correctional Facility, and mentioned negotiations with the State Department of
Defense to develop a Youth Challenge Academy in the facility. During this time of
transition with the property, the future designation, access arrangements, and
management capabilities are uncertain. NAR designation would best allow partners to
follow through on their current path to protect probably the finest and highest quality
forest on the island of Hawaii.

Long-term Ecological Viability

Field observations and landcover mapping have shown the high quality of the forest
outside of the former pasturelands. DOFAW Management Guidelines has mapped areas
immediately adjacent to the proposed Reserve as "Highest Quality Native" which are
described as having minimal disturbance, with low levels (less than 10%) of non-native
plants in any vegetative layer (DOFAW, 2009). The Nature Conservancy's ecoregional
plan, which measured the condition of ecosystems, as well as their size and context to
determine their future viability, rated the montane wet forests of that region as good
(TNC, 2006). Despite the "good" condition of the montane mesic forests, the plan rated
the montane mesic forests as having a "fair" viability due to its fair context and size
(TNC, 2006). The complete fencing and ongoing management of the area also greatly
increases the long-term viability of this forest. Additionally, the presence of the Three
Mountain Alliance and the management efforts on adjacent lands will also benefit
Kulani. There are additional landscape-scale fences in the vicinity of Kulani, primarily in
Puu Makaala NAR, Kilauea Forest, Keauhou, and Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.

However, without binding commitments for continued access and management
capabilities, the future of this area is uncertain.

Environmental Consequences ofNo Action

The environmental consequences of no action would be to lose an opportunity to
designate an area that is high quality and appropriate as a NAR on all measures, during a
key time of transition. Environmental consequences of no action would mean less long­
term management protection and future hurdles to implement proactive conservation
projects such as active efforts for increase existing populations of endangered species. If
access and management agreements did not favor conservation projects in the future for
tllis area, management of Puu Makaala NAR as well as neighboring Kamehameha
Schools land (Kilauea and Keauhou) would also be affected because the fence units cross
land ownership boundaries.
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Urgency

This window of opportunity to facilitate access and conservation management
agreements may be lost if NAR designation does not occur during this transition of
management jurisdiction.

V. MANAGEMENT NEEDS

Threats Requiring Management

Management needs include:

• Fence and infrastructure maintenance.
• Maintenance of ungulate-free management units.
• Weed control.
• Predator (e.g. small mammals and predatory non-native invertebrates) control.
• Native habitat restoration, natural and managed (including monitoring of rare

species).
• Continue vocational training: Horticulture program/greenhouse, native restoration.

Administrative
The portion ofTMK (3) 2-4-008-009 that is the KCF is 7244.27 acres; this nomination
proposes that only portions become a NAR. Excluded areas include the main campus of
the facility, the Boy's School, and other disturbed areas or roads. Final boundaries will be
determined subsequently after survey and discussions with the DOD. Stainback Highway
accesses the parcel, and terminates in the prison facility. A network of roads and
fencelines intersect the property, and follow most of the parcel's boundaries. Five fence
units divide the property: the Boys school unit in the north, the north and south boundary
units, and the Puu Kipu unit. A small portion of the south boundary unit also encloses the
Puu Makaala NAR. A large part of the Puu Kipu unit is on Kamehameha Schools land to
the west.

VI. PUBLIC SUPPORT

Agencies. Organizations, and Individuals Contacted*

Three Mountain Alliance
DLNR, Division of Forestry and Wildlife, Natural Area Reserves System
Department of Public Safety
Hawaii Department of Defense
Natural Area Reserves System Commission

*If authorization for public hearing is granted, notice will be sent to interested parties as
well as publicly noticed pursuant to HRS § 195-4.
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fP M k I NAR
Appendices

d' P dE tFdPI1 E d. n an2ere ants oun 10 ropose x ensmn 0 uu a aaa
Scientific Name Common Name Cri tical Habitat
Argyroxiphum kauense Ahinahina, Kau siJversword y

Aspleniumfragile var.insulare
Clermontia lindseyana Oha y

Clermontia peleana
Cyanea shipmanii Haha y

Cyanea stictophylla Y
Cyrtandra giffardii
Phyllostegia racemosa Kiponapona y

Phyl/ostegia velutina y

Plantago hawaiensis Laukahi
Vida menziesii Hawaiian vetch

Critical Habitat for Phyl/ostegia hawaiensis is also designated in this area.
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2. Native Vertebrates Found in Proposed NAR

Endangered
Hawaiian goose, nene,
(Nesochen sandwichensis)
Hawaiian bat, opeapea,
(Lasiurus semotus cinereus)
Hawaii creeper (Oreomystis mana)
Hawaii akepa (Loxops coccineus)
Akiapolaau (Hemignathus munroi)
Hawaiian hawk or 10 (Buteo solitarius)
Hawaiian Dark Rumped Petrel
(Pterodroma phaeopygia sandwicensis)
Band-rumped Storm Petrel (Candidate)
(Oceanodroma castro)

Non-Endangered
Apapane (Himatione sanguinea)
Amakihi (Hemignathus virens)
Iiwi (Vestiaria coccinea)
Elepaio (Chasiempis sandwichensis)
Omao or Hawaiian thrush
(Phaeomis obscurus)
Hawaiian owl or pueo
(Asio flammeus sandwichensis)
Pacific golden-plover or kolea
(Pluvialis fulva)
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State of Hawai'i
NATURAL AREA RESERVES SYSTEM COMMISSION

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

May 26, 2010

Chairperson and Members
Board of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii

Land Board Members:

SUBJ ECT: RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL
RESOURCES AND THE GOVERNOR AN EXTENSION OF PUU
MAKAALA NATURAL AREA RESERVE, TMK (3) 2-4-008-009
(POR), SOUTH HILO, HAWAll

Pursuant to HRS §195-7 (3) The Natuml Area Reserves System (NARS) Commission
unanimously approved agenda Item 3 of its May 5, 201 0 meeting to recommend to the
BLNR and the govemor to establish the extension of Puu Makaala Natural Area Reserve
TMK (3) 2-4-008-009 (POR), South Hilo, Hawaii, subject to approval of the boundaries
of that area by the NARS Commission Chair, in consultation with the DLNR staff.

Attached to this letter is a map of the approved boundaJies that were determined
after consultation with DLNR staff.

Dale Bonar, Chairperson
Natural Area Reserves System Commission


